proprietary information to competitors, has created a major barrier to commercial and military integration. Under current regulations, a company could well lose its proprietary rights. This makes firms extremely reluctant to incorporate commercial technologies into a DOD contract. The emphasis on unlimited rights also discourages companies from exploiting the commercial opportunities of defense-supported technologies. Experience has shown that technologies that are potentially available to all companies will be exploited by none.
(CSIS, 1991)
Better protection of proprietary property rights of government contractors would encourage expansion of the pool of qualified vendors. The Center for Strategic and International Studies committee recommended that "All technology developed under contract, even if developed with public funds, should be the property of the contractor, subject to limited Government Purchase License Rights."
Process Intensive Patents
International differences in the patent process and patent enforcement often inhibit commercialization by U.S. industry of new materials that tend to be more process intensive. Process patents are especially difficult to enforce, because it is difficult to demonstrate infringement. This is especially important in engineered materials, where materials performance is integrally tied to processing technology. The use of neutral third parties to confirm or deny the occurrence of process patent infringement could be helpful in resolving process patent disputes quickly and possibly in deterring infringement.s borne by the government. The company that owns the patent has the exclusive right to control the practice of the technology in all commercial situations, however.
